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About this session:
§ What does being a language student mean in today´s world?
§ Are language skills enough?
§ What other skills are as necessary as language skills for our students to thrive in a 

globalized world?
§ Why think of our language classrooms as an arena?
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LEARNING
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LANGUAGE PROFICIENCY ALONE IS INADEQUATE; COMMUNICATION IS HOLISTIC AND ALSO REQUIRES THE KNOWLEDGE OF 

THE WAYS LANGUAGE AND CULTURE INTERLOCK AND AN UNDERSTANDING OF HOW INTERACTION ACROSS CULTURES 
OPERATES. (DEMIRCIOGLU AND CAKIR, 2015)



“The objective of English language teaching should be redefined in terms of the acquisition of  
intercultural competence rather than the acquisition of communicative competence.” 

(Kilic, 2013, p. 58)
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An area in a Roman amphitheater for gladiatorial combats



a theater stage surrounded or nearly surrounded by the audience 
specifically
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FIGHT / COMBAT / COMPETITION / 
ACTION

PERFORMANCE / ACTING / ACTION
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COMMUNICATION
SKILLS

ENGAGING IN CONSTRUCTIVE AND CRITICAL CONVERSATIONS.

LISTENING FOR AND SHARING THOUGHTS, QUESTIONS AND IDEAS IN DIVERSE 
ENVIRONMENTS.

DELIVERING PRESENTATIONS

VERBAL COMMUNICATION SUCH AS CONVERSATION, DEBATE, PERSUASION AND 
OTHERS. (FUNCTIONS)

RECEPTIVE COMMUNICATION SKILLS: PAYING ATTENTION, LISTENING AND 
COMPREHENDING.

READING, VIEWING AND LISTENING TO DIFFERENT TYPES OF MEDIA.

PRODUCING EFFECTIVE COMMUNICATION THROUGH ORAL, WRITTEN, VISUAL, 
NON VERBAL AND TECHNICAL MEDIA.



TOPICS: CONTENT AS THE DRIVING FORCE

LANGUAGE AS THE VEHICLE

LANGUAGE IS PERFORMATIVE







ENGAGING IN CONSTRUCTIVE AND CRITICAL CONVERSATIONS.



DELIVERING PRESENTATIONS



CRITICAL THINKING
SKILLS

INTERPRETING AND ANALYZING.

FINDING SOLUTIONS TO PROBLEMS.

CONSTRUCTING ARGUMENTS.

REFLECTING ON LEARNING.

REFLECTING, ANALYZING AND EVALUATING EVIDENCE, ARGUMENTS, CLAIMS AND 
BELIEFS TO DRAW CONCLUSIONS.

MAKING REAL WORLD APPLICATIONS.
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T H I N K  A N D  D I S C U S S

1 Look at the photo. What do you think these people are 
doing?

2 Which do you think is a bigger problem—too much 
water, or not enough water?

Three million black plastic balls 
help turn away the sun’s UV 
rays and protect the drinking 
water in the Ivanhoe Reservoir in 
Los Angeles California, USA.

CONSTRUCTING ARGUMENTS.



INTERPRETING AND ANALYZING.







CRITICAL THINKING You make inferences when you make logical guesses 
about things a writer does not say directly. This is also called “reading between the 
lines.”

C  Work with a partner. What can you infer from each statement from the reading 
passage? Circle the correct inference. 

 1. More than 10,000 volunteers or “citizen scientists” joined the search. 
  a.  A lot of people don’t know much about Genghis Khan.  
  b.  A lot of people are interested in finding Genghis Khan’s tomb. 

 2. [GlobalXplorer] protects sites from looters—people who steal ancient objects and sell them.
  a.  Many people don’t appreciate the true value of ancient objects. 
  b.  Ancient objects are worth a lot of money.      

 3. The project launched in Peru, which has large numbers of historical sites from many 
different cultures.

  a.  Because of its rich history, Peru is an ideal place to start the project. 
  b.  Peruvians are very proud of their country’s rich and diverse history. 

 

C R I T I C A L  T H I N K I N G : 
M A K I N G  I N F E R E N C E S





CREATIVITY
SKILLS

COLLABORATION
SKILLS

TRYING NEW APPROACHES AND WAYS IN ORDER TO INNOVATE, DESIGN AND 
INVENT.

DEVELOPING IDEAS THAT DEMONSTRATE CURIOSITY, IMAGINATION, RISK-TAKING 
AND FLEXIBILITY .

WORKING TOGETHER TO ACCOMPLISH A GOAL.

CONTRIBUTING TO, LISTENING AND SHAING RESPONSIBILITY.



INITIATIVE AND 
SELF DIRECTION

LEADERSHIP AND 
RESPONSIBILITY

MANAGING GOALS AND TIME.

BEING SELF-DIRECTED.

WORKING INDEPENDENTLY.

ENGAGING IN SELF-STUDY.

UNDERSTAND YOUR BEHAVIOR´S IMPACT ON ORGANIZATIONAL OUTCOMES.

EFFECTIVELY COMMUNICATE AND INSPIRE TRUST.

KNOWING WHEN TO CHANGE COURSE AND PERSUADE OTHERS TO DO SO.















SOCIAL AND CROSS 
CULTURAL

SKILLS

FLEXIBILITY AND 
ADAPTABILITY 

SKILLS

SPEAK AND ACTIVELY LISTEN TO OTHERS.

MIND MANNERS. BE AWARE OF REGISTER.

RESPECTING AND EMBRACING DIFFERENCES.. 

BEING OPEN-MINDED.

RESPECTING THE IDEAS OF OTHERS.

VALUE DIFFERENT VIEWS AND AVOID BEING JUDGEMENTAL.





LANGUAGE 
LEARNERS
AS 
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LANGUAGE 
LEARNERS
AS 
PERFORMERSAGENCY



AGENCY

STUDENT-CENTERED.

STUDENT VOICE.

CONSTRUCTIVISM.

STUDENT-CENTERED.

ACTIVE DOING.

ELECTIVE.



YOUR
MISSION
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Q&A



Photographs are great resources to be used in the classroom and there are very many tasks we can engage students in and
for very many purposes.

VISUAL STYLE: Students who are visual can be engaged in sow looking, for example. Slow looking is all about moving from
the salient in a photo to the details. It is about describing, making inferences, stating thoughts, opinions and even asking
questions about what you are looking at. You can very well engage students in visual literacy routines such as I SEE – I THINK
– I WONDER.

KINESTHETIC STYLE: You can get students to think about what the people in a photo might be talking about and get them to
dramatize or role play that dialogue. You can even ask them to recreate the before and after the photo or even imagine
they could ge tinto the photo and use their senses to tell you what they can see, smell, touch, etc.

AUDITORY STYLE: Photos are great to engage students in telling you what they could hear just by looking at them. You can
also engage students in an informaton gap fill: one students looks at a photo and has to describe it thoroughly to another
students who has to pay a lot of attention to then draw what is being described or choose out of several photos the one
which was described to them.

The options are so many!

HOW DO YOU THINK ALL LEARNING STYLES COULD BE INTEGRATED IN TEACHING EFL
WHEN WE USE PHOTOGRAPHS?



In the first place, I think it is essential that students feel the classroom is a safe place where everyone´s ideas and thoughts are
appreciated and considered.
It is also very important to choose topics that students are interested in and know something about. Personalization is very
important: students need to relate personally to the topic brought to the classroom. They need to know something about it but
at the same time students need to know there is something else to learn.
Last but not least, as I mentioned in the presentation, I think it is critical to teach them the language they need to perform the
different functions of the language: we need to teach them the langugae for describing, agreeing, disagreeing, stating
opinions, asking questions,etc.
One more thing: we should allow students to use their mother tongue if they really have something to say and theu don´t
have the English for it. Engagment comes first and so does creating the need to learn the words to express yourslef in another
language.

WHEN TEACHING ENGLISH, HOW CAN WE GIVE STUDENTS THE CONFIDENCE TO SPEAK
ABOUT THEIR IDEAS?

I AM AN EFL TEACHER IN SAUDI ARABIA. HOW CAN I INCULCATE CRITICAL THINKING
AMONG MY STUDENTS WHO ARE ALWAYS HESITANT TO COMMUNICATE IN ENGLISH?



My first recommendation is that you vary what students will be Reading in the classroom (from images to texts in a variety of 
formats). I will also recommend that you explicitly empower students with the explicit teaching of Reading strategies:

• PREVIEWING: skimming and scanning.
• GETTING THE MAIN IDEA
• ASKING QUESTIONS
• MAKING PREDICTIONS
• VISUALIZING
• USING THE SENSES
• MAKING INFERENCES

Move beyond Reading comprehension to critical Reading, always giving students the possibility of responding to the text as 
they express their opinions, thoughts and ideas.

THE USE OF INFOGRAPHICS SEEMS TO BE A GOOD STRATEGY TO GET STUDENTS TO
READ. MANY STUDENTS DO NOT LIKE TO READ LONG TEXTS. WHAT OTHER STRATEGIES
CAN WE USE TO PROMOTE LOVE FOR READING?



As I mentioned in the presentation, it is very important you share the unit / lesson learning goals and that you also make
them aware of the fact that the several activities / tasks and projects you are engaging them in are actual opportunites for
them top ut into practise how they have learnt. Engage students in thinking about how they go about activities, tasks and
projects. Engage them in reflecting whether they have encountered any challenges or not. Engage them in self assessment.
Get them to talk about their learning experiences: make it a classroom habit.

MANY STUDENTS LACK CONFIDENCE ABOUT WHAT THEY ARE LEARNING. HOW CAN
WE MAKE THEM REALIZE THEY ARE MAKING PROGRESS?

Teens are critical and active thinkers. They love being engaged and having an active role in class. They like to participate
and like being Heard and considered. Make sure, as we discussed in the presentation, that they are opportunities of VOICE
AND CHOICE in your classes. Bring topics of interest and give teens the chance to actively respond to the topic. Give them
the chance to work in collaborative teams and let them decide how they want to express themselves in response to the topic
of the lesson or unit. Whenever possible, ask them about their interests: these may quite frequently serve as a great context
for the language you need to teach.

I REALLY WANT TO IMPROVE SPEAKING IN MY CLASS. HOW CAN I MOTIVATE MY
STUDENTS BECAUSE NOWADAYS TEENS DON´T WANT TO THINK OR BE CRITICAL AND I
FEEL SAD BECAUSE THE TOPICS I SET ARE IMPORTANT , THEY ARE ABOUT THE WORLD.



Student agency refers to learning through activities that are relevant to students and driven by their interest, curiosity and
motivation. Agency isa ll about engaging students in problema solving, Project design in response to a question or problem.
Agency is all about giving students the chance to choose how they want to express themselves and share their VOICE with
an audience.

CAN YOU SUMMARIZE WHAT AGENCY IS?

Engaging students in working collaboratively on a Project online is absolutely possible and necessary. Students need to be
able to work with other remotely (this is something they need at work and university). Use synchronous classes to discuss the
topic / question / problema to be solved. Get students to respond to the questions and even ask their own questions. Give
them opportunities to get together virtually and make decisions as for what they will do, how they will do it and what
resources they might be checking one. Then the group might present their work in another synchronous class. While students
are working on ther projects they need your feedback, which they might get by email or any other way.

HOW WOULD YOU APPLY ONE SPECIFIC PROJECT ONLINE? FOR EXAMPLE
PHOTOGRAPHING DAILY MEALS.



Flipping the classroom is always a good way. Give students the possibility to interact and/or
learn from a video, a TED  talk, a text and then use the class to actually ask doubts or discuss
the material they ahve interacted with.

Wisely choose the material students might be working with independently. Use coursebooks
with student online platforms and student resources.

HOW CAN WE PROMOTE SELF STUDY SKILLS?



B R I N G I N G  T H E  W O R L D  T O  T H E  C L A S S R O O M  
A N D  T H E  C L A S S R O O M  T O  L I F E

NGLearningLA @NGL_LATAM NGL-ELT

THANK YOU!


