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Why can it be so hard for me to 
CONNECT with my teenager learners?



BETWEEN FORM AND FREEDOM BY BETTY STALEY

NEGATION TRANSITION AFFIRMATION



Looking for the wonderful or the perfect and can feel let down 
and disillusioned when not found.

THE NEGATION STAGE - 11 TO 14

They question whether there is a friend out there for them, 
becomes an overwhelming priority in their lives.

See the ugliness where they had expected beauty and human 
weakness where they had expected perfection

Become defiant – test everything and everyone – particularly 
anyone representing authority.

Cynicism may develop out of unfulfilled expectations.
This makes them feel lonely.
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THE TRANSITION STAGE - 15TH YEAR

This is a pivotal time for teens.  Less 
extreme - withdrawn or aggressive, 
beginning to laugh more and get on 
better with those around them. 
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3 In their eagerness to embrace the world they 
take on challenges which they cannot always 
fulfil. 

Group pressure can cause 
tremendous strain.
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This exuberance and confidence 
often leads them to experiment with 
danger and they take risks because 
they want to taste life.



Certified educators join an exclusive community of 
educators committed to supporting each other’s 
continuous growth.

THE AFFIRMATION STAGE - 16TH & 17TH YEAR

Turning point in the young person’s development characterized by the
transformation of self-love and interest to love of others and the world in
general.

Search for answers, political, religious and the next step in their education and future career.

Have the tools to question, analyse and criticize and their thoughts move
towards transforming the world and making it a better place.

As teenagers feel more confident and more comfortable with themselves, they
become more realistic about life. They begin to appreciate their freedom and
respect their responsibilities.



What role does compassion
play in the teen classroom? 



12 years old

14 years old
18 years old

21 years old



WHAT ARE THE SUCCESSFUL TEEN 
TEACHERS DOING THAT I’M NOT?



We need to help teenagers express their longings, their inner worries and fears, and
increase their motivation to learn and thrive. By strengthening ties to family and friends we

can help teens approach adult life with vitality, character and vision. 



THE SEVEN GATEWAYS TO 
THE SOUL OF EDUCATION 

BY RACHAEL KESSLER



The yearning for 
deep connection

describes a quality 
of relationship that 

is profoundly caring, 
is resonant with 
meaning, and 

involves feelings of 
belonging, or of 
being truly seen 

and known. 

G A T E W A Y  1



A C T I V I T I E S  T H A T  I N V O L V E  S E L F  
E X P R E S S I O N ,  F E E L I N G S  A N D  P R E F E R E N C E S
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The longing for silence and solitude, a
place for reflection, of calm or fertile
chaos, an avenue of stillness and rest.

GATEWAY 
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C R E A T I V E  W R I T I N G  U S I N G  H A I K U  P O E T R Y

Haiku is a form of poetry 
that began in Japan. It uses 

the senses to describe 
scenes from nature, and 

often involves vivid images 
of trees, plants, seasons, 

and other elements of the 
natural world.

The sound of the Wind - 5
rushing past us telling us - 7

here we are alive - 5

Mini extended texts:
Have hope,

Everything is going to change.
People can live respected for what they
are, and not for the label that society

imposes on them. 
Carolina 15yrs old.



The search for meaning and purpose concerns the 
exploration of big questions, such as "Why am I 
here?" "Does my life have a purpose? How do I 

find out what it is?" "What is life for?" "What is my 
destiny?" "What does my future hold?" 

GATEWAY 
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A C T I V I T I E S  T H A T  H A V E  T H E M  R E F L E C T I N G  O N  
T H E I R  O W N  P A S T ,  P R E S E N T  A N D  F U T U R E



The hunger of joy and delight, experiences 
of great simplicity, such as play, celebration, 
or gratitude. It also describes the exaltation 
students feel when encountering beauty, 
power, grace, brilliance, love or the sheer 
joy of being alive. 

GATEWAY 
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I M A G E  O F  T H E  W E E K

WHAT ARE 
THEY 

SAYING / 
SINGING?



SOMETHING THAT BROUGHT 
HAPPINESS TO MY DAY



The creative drive, is part of all the 
gateways. Whether developing a new idea, 

a work of art, a scientific discovery, or an 
entirely new lens on life, students feel the awe 

and the mystery of creating.

GATEWAY 
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M I N I  S T U D E N T  
T U T O R I A L S  A N D  

P O D C A S T



A R T I S T I C  D I A L O G U E S

Artistic processes connect to a conversation with our 
inner being.

In our daily life we respond to our outer world, but 
art allows us to awaken an inner eye to imagination 
and inspiration.



The urge for transcendence describes the desire for 
young people to go beyond their perceived limits. It 
includes not only the mystical realm, but experiences 
of extraordinary in the arts, athletics, academics, or 
human relations. By naming and honouring this 
universal human need, educators can help students 
constructively channel this powerful urge.

GATEWAY 
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S T U D E N T   /  T E A C H E R  J O U R N A L S



The need for initiation deals with rites 
of passage for the young -- guiding 

adolescence to become more conscious 
about the irrevocable transition from 

childhood to adulthood. 

GATEWAY 
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B R E A K O U T  R O O M S - S T U D E N T  E X C H A N G E S

Ask questions and give information according 
to the 5 categories given below.
Note down two things for each category. 
Make notes so that you can present this person 
to everyone else after the breakout rooms!

CATEGORIES:
Family
Travel
Hobbies
Something strange
Favourites



We are never only teaching English, we are constantly 
exchanging life stories and invisible messages that 

serve to embrace the deeper hunger of today's youth.



E - M A I L  C O N T AC T

S A L E S  S U P P O R T
salessupport.elt@cengage.com



B R I N G I N G  T H E  W O R L D  T O  T H E  C L A S S R O O M  
A N D  T H E  C L A S S R O O M  T O  L I F E
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